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The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 



This application is abandoned in view of: 

1 . □ Applicant's failure to timely file a proper reply to the Office letter mailed on 21 August 2003 , 

(a) □ A reply was received on (with a Certificate of Mailing or Transmission dated ), which Is after the expiration of the 

period for reply (including a total extension of time of month(s)) which expired on _. 

(b) □ A proposed reply was received on , but it does not constitute a proper reply under 37 CFR 1.1 13 (a) to the final rejection. 

(A proper reply under 37 CFR 1 .11 3 to a final rejection consists only of: (1 ) a timely filed amendment which places the 
application in condition for allowance; (2) a timely filed Notice of Appeal (with appeal fee); or (3) a timely filed Request for 
Continued Examination (RCE) in compliance with 37 CFR 1.114). 

(c) □ A reply was received on but it does not constitute a proper reply, or a bona fide attempt at a proper reply, to the non- 

final rejection. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a) and 1.111. (See explanation in box 7 below). 

(d) S No reply has been received, 

2. □ Applicant's failure to timely pay the required issue fee and publication fee, if applicable, within the statutory period of three months 

from the mailing date of the Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85). 

(a) □ The issue fee and publication fee, if applicable, was received on (with a Certificate of Mailing or Transmission dated 

), which is after the expiration of the statutory period for payment of the issue fee (and publication fee) set in the Notice of 

Allowance (PTOL-85). 

(b) □ The submitted fee of $ is insufficient. A balance of $ is due. 

The issue fee required by 37 CFR 1.18 is $ . The publication fee, if required by 37 CFR 1.18(d), is $_ . 

(c) □ The issue fee and publication fee, if applicable, has not been received. 

3. n Applicant's failure to timely file corrected drawings as required by, and within the three-month period set in, the Notice of 

Allowability (PTO-37). 

(a) □ Proposed corrected drawings were received on (with a Certificate of Mailing or Transmission dated ), which is 

after the expiration of the period for reply. 

(b) □ No corrected drawings have been received. 



4. □ The letter of express abandonment which is signed by the attorney or agent of record, the assignee of the entire interest, or all of 

the applicants. 

5. □ The letter of express abandonment which is signed by an attorney or agent (acting in a representative capacity under 37 CFR 

1 .34(a)) upon the filing of a continuing application. 

6. □ The decision by the Board of Patent Appeals and Interference rendered on and because the period for seeking court review 

of the decision has expired and there are no allowed claims. 

7. □ The reason(s) below: 
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Petitions to revive under 37 CFR 1 . 1 37(a) or (b), or requests to withdraw the holding of abandonment under 37 CFR 1.181, should be promptly filed to 
minimize any negative effects on patent term. 
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PTOL-1432 (Rev. 04-01 ) Notice of Abandonment Part of Paper No. 5 



AttadiBait for PTO-M (Rev. or etrtlcr) 

The below text rcpliccs the pre-printcd text under th^ hibjiliii^ 
rtaroroulioa oa How to Effect Drawing Cbaoges,** oa'thflluiek 
of the ITO-948 (Rev. Ol/Cl, or etrtier) form. 

DtFOaMATION ON HOW TO EFFECT DRAWING CRANGCS 
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I 85(a) 

Failure to take corrective action wuhm ilic u^' ^^"11 r^iuU in 
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The United States Patent and Trademark Office 
has changed certain mailing addresses! 

Effective May 1, 2003 

UnLd sSesT.ten7JnH t'"h'''' ^003 for any correspondence with the 

omlnifJ? Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) in patent-related matters to 
organizations reporting to the Commissioner for Patents. 

f'rSrru^Z bfaXT^^^^^^^^^ '° '» commissioner 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 





Special Mail Stop designations to replace Special Box designations 

pLtenTslnl^T'ff Ll.«??c ^^^'^^ is Changing the special Box designations for 

■ Mlfstop 41 corresponding Mail Stop designations (e.^. "Box 4" will now be 

elVe? '^J^.TtC.? '''''' ^"'^^^ States Patent and Trademark 

on the ulpTO's^b .Ifp ft h«''// °' ^^^^^^ ^eg/ster notice is available 

on tne UbPTO s web site at http://www.usDt o.qov/web/menu/current html#mn i..;tPr 

^n' fhi"ncI?R?*'''''^^^''"^° '"^•""9 addresses (See Patents - specific) will be available 
on the USPTO's web site on April 15. 2003 at http://www usnto nL,n.,nr.l..c^?r 

r^iTo ?i ^°!;j?spondence with the Office should check the rules of practice th. Official 

? on n V"^!T'^ (^ "^Pt° q°^) to determine the approprialTi^ress 

via the UnltpS St t'^"o '°? '^^^PP-''^^^'^) 3" correspondence being delivered to the USPTO 
via the United States Postal Service (USPS). o i ^ 

2enter°aT r?oT.nR a^^TT!. f "^"^ '^^ ^'^^^^^^ ^° '"^^"^^^ Assistance 

uenter at (703) 308-4357 or toll-free at 1-800-786-9199. 



^^^^^ PLAN TO CEASE SUPPLYING COPffiS OF CITED U S PATENT 
REFERENCES WITH OFFICE ACTIONS, AND PILOT TO EVALUATE TH^^^^ 
ALTERNATIVE OF PROVIDING ELECTRONIC ACCESS TO SU^ US pI™^ 

REFERENCES 



Summary 



The United States Patent and Trademark Office (Office or USPTO) plans in the near future to- 

er™^^^^^^^ ''^^^"'^^ ^"'^ P^'^"^ application, Lblications pa"m 

re erences) with Office actions except for citations made during the international stage of an 
mtemational application under the Patent Cooperation Treaty ^id those made dur^n? 

raXlnruTnt ''"^""'^ ^^^^^ — downloading 

capabiiity of the US patent references cited in an Office action via the Office's private Patent 

ReSce" Befr'"" -^'^"^ ^'.^^^ ^^^'^"^ ^ f-^- calledT-Patent 

OffirTn t ^r^T^ '° P™"'^^ '^^P'"^ patent references with Office actions the 

prS^inT^^th O^^ ^'f ? ^^'"^"'^^ ^^^^^ -"'^-^-g ^ two-rn't^^L 

project s arting with Office actions mailed aBer December 1. 2003. The Office shall evaluate the 

(™?TO t "^rT ' "^^'^^ ^" P-^^'^ - the Offic^ 'we^^^^^^ 
kXencffLw H '"^he Patent Official Gazette (O.G.). In order to use the new E-Patent 
Reference feaUire^dunng the pilot penod, or when the Office ceases to send copies of U S patent 

SobZ.T t^^'' ''""r'^' 'PP''^"^' ""^♦^ ^'^^^^ ^ ^Sital certificate ^m^e Office 
iulttrnuLtr?r";'f' """^''^ P^^P^^^y -^^^-^e applications with the 

customer number. The pilot project does not involve or affect the current Office practice of 
supplying paper copies of foreign patent documents and non-patent literature with Of^ce Ltions 
Paper copies of referem:es will continue to be provided by the USPTO for seaTches aS^tSen 

References *° Electronic Access to Cited U.S. Patent 

On December 1 2003. the Office will make available a new feature, E-Patent Reference in the 
Office's private PAIR system, to allow more convenient downloadi;g of U.S. pateL a^d U S 
patent application publications. The new feature will allow an authorized user of private PAIR 
to download some or all of the U.S. patents and U.S. patent application publications cited by an 
examiner on fomi PTO-892 in Office actions, as well as U.S. patents anS U.S. patent applicat'n 
publications submitted by applicants on form PTO/SB08 (1449) as part of an IDS. The retrieval 
of some or all of the documents may be performed in one downloading step with the documents 
encoded as Adobe Portable Document format (.pdO files, which is an improvement over the 
current page-by-pagc retrieval capability fi-om other USPTO systems 



' ?he^reafter'^ "^'^ ''^'^^^"^^ ^^^^ Project and 

Access to private PAIR is required to utilize E-Patent Reference. If you don't alreadv h«ve 
access to pnvate PAIR, the Office urges practitioners, and appJicantrnot rep etSS^^v^^ 
pr^titioner. to take advantage of the transition period to obl^n a no (J,s Ss^TO ptwr^f . 
Infi^tructure (PKI) digital certificate, obtain a USPTO customer n^er j^^Ste^^^^^ 
pending and new a^lication filings ^th their customer number, iil ^^i!'^*''' 
(supphed by the Office) required to access private PAIR and E-Patent Reference ?^ and 
make appropnate arrangements for Internet access. The fiiH instructions fS ^iS^!^^ 
djgual certificate are available at the Office's Electronic Busmess Center Sc)1^b pa/e^- 

^f^^^^^^-^^^^- NotethatanotarizedsignLe'^^Tbeq^-^cl^^ 

SB fS \^?rj' '^'"P''*^ '^"^ C"^*""'^^ Number Request fom,, PTO- 

. ' http://www.usnto.gOv/weh/fnrm./.hni p^r The completed fomi c J fh^™^/ 

T"''"'' by facsimile to the Electronic Business cLer at ('S^r'oS^sIZ^^^ 

address on the fom.. If you are a registered attorney or patent agent. A^you^ rrri^^^^^ 

number must be associated with your customer number. Vhis is LompShr^rSdW vn„r 

registration number to the Customer Number Request fonn. A des^pCof SS/r 

customer number with an application is described at the BBC web page at "'""'"'^'"''"^ ^ 

http://www.usnto.gov/ehr/rp.fri stration p airhfmi ^ ^ 

The E-Patent Reference feature will be accessed using a new button on the private PAIR screen 

or any combination of cited references. Selected references wiut dZ^^fdei as ^^^^^^ 
USpTo wanntf t ' ^^^^^^^^^^ ^^o-at ( pdf) files. For a linS^plriod oSe L 
USPTO will include a copy of this notice with Office actions to encourage apphcm s to use 

app .ca ion pubhcation references. While copies of U.S. patent and U S patent aoplSn 
publication references cited by examiners will continue to be mailed wih oC Son L". 

'Tit' '^'''Ir'' private PAIR ^ZeSZmZt^! 

feature to electronically access and download cited U.S. patent and U.S. patent Scation 
pubhcation references so the Office will be able to objectively evaluate it^ pelma^ce The 
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Comments 

Er^on^R^"""^'?^^ t^""^"' should be in writing and directed to the 

inspection. To erisure toat conunents are considered in the evaluation of the pilot prS 
comments should be submitted in writing by January 15. 2004. ^ 

Implementation after Pilot 

After the pilot, its evaluation, and publication of a subsequent notice as indicated above the 
Office expects to imptet its plan to cease mailing papercopies of U.S. pateS ref^^ces cited 
dunng examination of non provisional applications on or after February 2 20M- ^Z^^^ 
of cited foreign patent documents, as well as non-patent liter^jSil be m^^"^^^^ 
applicant until such time as substantially all applications have been sca^Ik i^t^Sw 

For Further Information Contact 

Technical information on the operation of the IFW system can be found on the USPTO website 
at http://www.uspto.gov/web/patents/ifw/index.html. Comments concerning tie E-Pater 

(703) 308-2840 or by .m^^ it EBC@usp^^^^^^^ '""^'^^^'^ ^^^"^ ^ 

Date._I^P> ^cM. iP 

Nicholas P. Godici 
Commissioner for Patents 
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